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DFW ramp workers 
hit hard by outbreak 


With at least 1 death, dozens 
sick, union says American 
should have done more 


By SCOTT FRIEDMAN 


and JACK DOUGLAS JR. 


KXAS-TV (NBC5) 


Thirty American Airlines ramp 
workers at DFW International Air- 
port have been infected with the co- 
ronavirus, at least one has died and 


posed to COVID-19. 


Two workers, including one who 
nearly died from the virus, told 
NBC5 that they feel American and 
its regional carrier, Envoy, did not 
do enough to protect them and their 


ground crews. 


26 more with symptoms are await- 


ing test results, according to the 


union that represents them, raising 
concerns about why they've been hit 
so hard by the pandemic. 

There is no way to know how or 
where the ramp workers were ex- 


CORONAVIRUS 


See OUTBREAK Page 14A 
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= C.J. Thomas 


is one of 
dozens of 
ramp work- 
ers at DFW 
Airport who 
have been 
infected with 
the corona- 
virus. At 
least one has 
died and 26 
more with 
symptoms 
are awaiting 
test results, 
according to 
the union 
that repre- 
sents them. 
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Standing strong through difficult times 
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Elisabeth Fraser/U.S. Army via Getty Images 


Soldiers with the 1st Battalion, 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, known as the Old Guard, rendered honors for retired Army Command Sgt. Maj. 
Robert Belch at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia on Wednesday. Belch was a decorated World War II veteran. Among the missions of 
the regiment — whose members wore masks to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus — is to conduct memorial affairs for Army members. 


as 
expects 
$270M 
in aid 


limits on part of the money, 
as budget faces a sizable hit 


By HAYAT NORIMINE 
Staff Writer 
hayat.norimine@dallasnews.com 


Dallas can expect to receive at 
least $270 million in federal relief 
funds to help the city with expenses 
related to the coronavirus pandemic. 

But the city’s anticipated revenue 
losses, coupled with an increase in 
costs to provide services, are still 
likely to have a big impact on its $3.8 
billion budget for the fiscal year that 
ends in September. 

The largest chunk of the federal 
funding — over $200 million — is ex- 
pected to come from the Treasury 
Department, but there are strict lim- 
its on how that money can be spent, 
said Elizabeth Reich, the city’s chief 
financial officer. 

City advocates are lobbying ag- 
gressively for more flexibility on the 
funding to let Dallas fill holes in its 
budget, Brett Wilkinson, director of 
the city’s Office of Strategic Partner- 
ships and Government Affairs, told 
the City Council on Wednesday. 

City officials expect the pandemic 
to devastate its sales tax revenue after 
nonessential businesses were forced 
to close to help slow the spread of the 
virus. Travel and tourism effectively 
shut down. Property tax revenue 
could also decrease if people are un- 
able to pay their bills. 

“We would like flexibility that we 
need to help us with, quite frankly, 


See DALLAS Page 6A 


Cruise line sued 
over man’s death 


Ex-Dallas firefighter 
was infected while on 
Princess ship, suit says 


By KEVIN KRAUSE 
Staff Writer 
kkrause@dallasnews.com 


Susan and Michael Dorety 
boarded the Grand Princess 
cruise ship in February in San 
Francisco to celebrate their 
40th wedding anniversary. 

Weeks later, the retired 
Dallas firefighter died alone 
from COVID-19 in a Califor- 
nia hospital room after be- 
coming infected on the ship. 

In a federal lawsuit filed 
Tuesday against Princess 
Cruise Lines, Susan Dorety 


said the company did not 
warn the couple of an out- 
break on board the ship that 
sickened passengers during 
the previous voyage. The cou- 
ple, who were in an age group 
most susceptible to the dis- 
ease, both contracted CO- 
VID-19, the lawsuit said. 

“This cruise line company 
put money ahead of its pas- 
sengers’ well-being, and it cost 
Michael Dorety his life,’ said 
Susan’s attorney, Rusty Har- 
din, in a statement. 

Four days after the Doretys 
boarded, the cruise line 
warned its previous passen- 
gers via email that they had 
been exposed, the lawsuit 
said. Some later died from the 


INSIDE 


WHO garners 
global backing 


President Donald 
Trump’s decision to 


Judge allows 


April Arias 


Susan and Michael Dorety 
celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary with 
a cruise on the Grand 
Princess in February. 


coronavirus, according to the 
suit. The captain waited al- 
most two weeks to order all 
passengers to be quarantined 
in their cabins, she said in the 
lawsuit. By then it was too late. 


See SUIT Page 6A 


suspend payments to the 
World Health Organiza- 
tion triggered interna- 
tional support for the 
United Nations agency. 
5A 


EDITORIAL: Cutting 
WHO funding would only 
put more American lives 
at risk from the coronavi- 
rus. 13A 


WHEN TOO MANY peo- 
ple congregate at public 
parks, Plano is using 
“friendly monitors” to 
remind them to keep 
their distance. 1B 


DR. ANTHONY FAUCI 
endorsed the idea and 
viability of baseball 
games without fans, 
writes Evan Grant. 
SPORTSDAY, 7A 


mail-in voting 


Ruling says those who 
fear COVID-19 qualify 
under disability clause 


By JAMES BARRAGAN 
Austin Bureau 
jbarragan@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Astatejudge said 
Wednesday that all voters in Tex- 
as afraid of getting COVID-19 
through in-person voting should 
be allowed to vote by mail during 
the pandemic. 

State District Judge Tim Su- 
lak of the 353rd District Court in 
Travis County said he will issue a 
temporary injunction allowing 
voters who fear catching the new 
coronavirus to qualify for mail- 


in voting through the disability 
clause in the state’s election code. 

The lawsuit was filed by the 
Texas Democratic Party and sev- 
eral voting rights groups who are 
concerned that voters in upcom- 
ing July elections, including the 
primary runofts, could catch the 
virus if access to mail ballots is 
not expanded. 

“Today is a victory for all Tex- 
ans. The right to vote is central to 
our democracy, the party's 
chairman Gilberto Hinojosa 
said in a statement. “Voters 
should not have to choose be- 
tween their lives or their right to 
vote.” 


See ATTORNEY Page 1A 
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NATION & WORLD 
Trump targets Congress 


President Donald Trump threatened 
to force Congress to adjourn so he 
could fill his administration’s va- 

cancies without Senate approval. 4A 


METRO & BUSINESS 
Plant wall to adorn high-rise 


A residential high-rise planned for 
McKinney Avenue in Uptown Dallas 
will have the tallest living wall of 
plants in North America. 5B 


SPORTSDAY 
Dez Bryant seeks a way back 


Receiver Dez Bryant is doing all he 
can to find his way back to the NFL, 
and he’s ready, his trainer says. 7A 


Reports reveal economic toll 
inflicted by virus’s outbreak 


registering its biggest decline since the 
U.S. demobilized in 1946 at the end of 
World War II. And retail sales fell by an 


U.S. relief checks starting to arrive 


Among those receiving a check was 
Jacqueline Gonzalez, a 32-year-old sin- 
gle mother who was laid off from her job 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
and PAUL WISEMAN 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Government re- 
lief checks began arriving in Americans’ 
bank accounts as the economic damage 
from the coronavirus piled up Wednes- 
day, but sluggish sales at reopened 
stores in Europe and China made it 
clear that business wont necessarily 
bounce right back when the crisis eases. 

With many factories shut down, U.S. 
industrial output shriveled in March, 


unprecedented 8.7%, with April expec- 
ted to be far worse. 

The world’s biggest economy began 
issuing one-time payments this week to 
tens of millions of people as part of its 
$2.2 trillion coronavirus relief package, 
with adults receiving up to $1,200 each 
and $500 per child to help them pay the 
rent or cover other bills. 

The checks will be directly deposited 
into bank accounts or mailed to house- 
holds in the coming weeks, depending 
on how they filed their tax returns. 


as a bartender and lives with her moth- 
er, a teacher, in Miami Lakes, Fla. Gon- 
zalez paid her car insurance and gave 
her mother $500 for rent. She has 
signed up for food stamps. 

“There is no other form of income for 
us right now. We have no other choice. 
We can’t work from home,’ she said. 
“We're just sitting here. Bills are racking 
up. 

Meanwhile, the first steps in lifting 


See FRUSTRATIONS Page nA 


